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APPROVAL OF U.S, FOREIGN POLICY...

Favorable opinion of the U.S. appears to be currently at a record
high in key respects op the basis of preliminary returns from February
surveys now going on in Western Europe.

First, favorable impressions of U.S. foreign policies have increased
markedly in the latest survey and now stand at the highest point pegistered
in measurements on thisg index extending back to 1956, This is trpe not

only for Great Britain and West Germany, but also for France,

whatever reservations may exist in these countries about specific aspects of

So apparently

U.S. policy, general approval of U.S. international actions in the weke of

the Cuban crisis is at a record high.

The whys and wherefores cited for

these expressions of general approval will be available with the final

returns.

Table la

No. of cases

Favorable = very
Favorable - somewhat
Unfavor. - somewhat
Unfavorable - very
No opinion

Net Favorable

Favoreble - very
Favorable - somewhat
Unfavor. - somewhat
Unfavorable - very
No opinion

Net Favorable

"Have you & favorable or unfavorable impression of
what the American Government has been doing in
internationsl affairs recently? Very or only somewhat?"l

Great Britain
Jun/Jul June Feb.

Feb.

_c_@ o |62 '6
(G13) (633) (614) (400
12% 15% 14%  30%
26 36 35 29 -
15 21 28 12

3 5 6 2

Ab o 23 0 11 21
100% 100% 100% 100%
20 25 15 45

: Franc ' '
T608) (659) 56925 (633)

2% 4% 1% 8%

26 35 26 38
22 21 25 20
1 3 2 4
49 31 46 _30_
100% 100% 100% 100%:
5 15 0 22

West Germa
Feb. Jun7Ju1 June Feb.

162 163

160 !
(599) (57;217‘ "(614) (600)

19% 20% 21%  37%
29 42 48 28
8 15 13 4
2 3 2 1
42 _20 ’léi 30
100% 100% 100% 100%
38 44 54 60
taly
(591) %600) (672)
23%  19% 26%
15 25 21
4 7 7
3 6 A
85 43 42
1004 100%  100%
31 31 36

L Space considerations preclude a complete listing of trend figures in this

and subsequent tables.

the Research and Reference Service, USIA.

CONFIDENTIAL

Figures earlier than those shown are available from
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APPROVAL OF U.S. PEACE EFFORTS...

Also a record level in West Germany and France -- a near record
level in Great Britain ~- are favorable opinions of U,S. efforts to
prevent war. The gain in the latest survey is particularly notable in
France which never before in 16 surveys extending back to 1954 has
exhibited any appreciable predominance of favorable sentiment toward
the U.S. in this respect,

Table 2 "Is America doing all it should do to prevent a
new world war?®

Great Britain West German
May Jun/Jul June Feb, Mﬁy?Jun Jun/Jul June Feb,

'60 161 162 16 V60 161 62 6
No. of cases (1150) (633) (ZIZ)(ZBg) (1010) (572) (614) (36%)

Yes, America is 33%  53% 42%  57% 44% 59%  59% 6%
No, America is not 48 29 43 30 31 26 2, 13
No opinion A9 0 18 A5 13 25 A3 17 1
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 109% 100% 100%
Net Favorable  ~15 24 -1 27 13 33 35 63
France %_Q,Lt’
No. of cases (1000) (659) (692)(633) 600) (672)
Yes, America is 29%  38% 34% 463 not 53%  57%
No, America is not 49 33 39 32 asked 18 15
No opinion =22 _29 L7 _22 29 28
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Net Favorable =20 5 =5 14 35 42
CONFIDENTIAL
2
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CONFIDENCE IN U.S, CREDIBILITY seeo

Next, in this latest series of West European surveys, the U.S.
registered record highs in credibilitye.

An increased majority in both

Great Britain and France now express the belief that what the U.S. does

in world affairs generally agrees with what it says.
opinions are currently divided on this score but the present standoff

In France,

represents a gain from predominantly negative opinions recorded in six

surveys extending back to 1955.
Table 3.

Noe of cases
Agrees

Differs
No opinion

Net favorable

No. of cases
Agrees

Differs
No opinion

Net favorable

“Would you say that what the United States does in
world affairs generally agrees with what it says,

or that its actions differ from its words too often?"

e Sreat Britain

May June/July Feb.
] :Q-l ¢

(1150) (€50) (400)
37%  53% 61%
45 32 23
18 A9 16
1008 100X 10085
-8 21 38

France .

(1000) (671) (633)
26% 31% 35%
44 41 35
30 28 30

0% 1007 100%
- 18 =10 0
CONFIDENTIAL

..._7__1'!2.%.’.0..5.9.1.:99,&.:;___
May/June June/July Febe

L0, ol
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(1010) - (573) (600)
45%  60% T0%
24 21 15
31 ) 5

10@ 10% 10&
21 39 55
Italy
(600)
40%
Not 27
33
asked Tﬁﬁ?
13
3
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CONFIDENCE IN U,S, LEADERSHIP <ece

Measurements on a fourth index of U.S. standing =-- confidence in
U.S. leadership -- again shows record gains in the latest survey in both
Great Britain and West Germany. The gains show up in these instances in
the intensity of favorable sentiment rather than in extent -- the record
proportions who now express "very great" confidence in U.S. leadership.

It is at this point that France departs from the favorable trend
and shows in the latest survey not a gain but a decline in favorable senti~-
ment. But with the UeS. and French leadership so dramatically at odds at
the present time what is perhaps surprising is the limited character of the
change in opinion since the preceding survey in mid 1962,

Table 4. "How much confidence do you have in the ability of the
UsS. to provide wise leadership for the West in dealing

with present world problems =-- very great; considerzble,
not very much, or very little?"

Great Britain West German
May Jun7Ju1 June Febe. May/June Jun;Jul June  Febo

*60 <) P62 963 260 T61 16z 963
No. of cases (1150) (650) (1261) (400) {1010) (573) - (1234) (600)

Very great 8%335 15%s3  11%)43 2W6)5a  21%)57  28K)79  24%)72 A0R)77

Considerable 27

38) 32 ) 33 ) 36 ) 51 ) 48 ) 37)

Not very mich 35 )5, 23g32 82 )4y 26 )3q 18 322 9 311 191322 8 ; 9

Very little 16 ) 9

2 3 1

12 ) 8 )

No opinion 14 5 13 2 2 0 o) 14
100% "floLW T00% '&Wm 1‘0@ 1“‘@0 1008 100%

Net favorable -~ 16 21 - 1 20 35 68 50 68
Ezance Italy
No» of cases (1000) (671)  (1307) (633) (1011) (600)  (1344)
Very great 5% ) &%) 4%)as  4%) 16%)46 15%) 21%)
oy derable 38 3% 37)® 2P 29)° 30 ) 38 22 34 )
Not very much 24 )aq 20 )34 28 )45 33 )50 12 gq 12 )18 15 )oo
Very little 15 )39 14 ) 17 ) 19) 17 %% e )1 7 )2
No opinion 18 21 20 15 25 29 23
100%  100% 1004 100% 100% 100% 100%
Net favorable 4 11 - 10 =19 17 35 33
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTTAL

GENERAL ESTEEM FOR THE U.S. ...

4

" The drop in the extent of French confidence in U.S. leadership
does not appear to be accompanied by any loss in general esteem for

the -U. S.

In the latest survey French estéem for America continues at

a level only slightly below the highest point registered in mid-1961.

West German esteem for the U.S., always high in the past, has
apparently edged even higher in the latest survey --— most clearly in
respect to the proportion indicating "very good" opinion of the U.S.
Good opinion of the U.S, continues the majority sentiment in Great
Britain at & level not appreciably different from the preceding survey.

Table 5 °
various countries.

Great Britain
May June/Jul June Feb.
60 _tal 62 16
(1150) (1283) (1261)(400)

No. of cases

‘ Very good opinion 12% 20% 1645  16%

"Please use this card to tell me your feelings about
How about the U.S.? ...

West German
May7 Jun/Jul June  Feb,

Jun'60 __'61 162 '6

T1o10) (1145) (1234)76Q0

17% 18% 17%  24%
48 55 54 5
18 17 19 18

4 2 2 1

- - 1 0
13 8 _1 _6
100 1004 100% 100%

61 7 68 74

Ttaly

Good opinion 39 45 43 4
Neither good nor bad opinion 30 18 25 25
Bad opinion 11 8 6 9
Very bad opinion 2 1 1 1
No opinion 6 8 9 8
100% 100% 100% 100%
Rpcord 1
High Net Favorable 38 56 52 47
France
No. of cases (1000) (1330) (1307)(633)
Very good opinion 7% 8% 5% 8%
Good opinion 33 41 40 39
Neither good nor bed opinion 4C 32 33 33
Bad opinion 11 6 7 8
Very bad opinion 2 1. 2 3
No opinion 4 a2 A3 9
1004 100% 100% 100%
Net Favorable 27 42 36 36

(1011) (1200) (1344)

19% 23% 31%
39 36 33
18 20 14
4 4 2
2 2 1
18 _15 19
1004 100% 100%

52 53 61

1. "Net Favorable" equals "very good" and "good" opinion less

"bad and "very bad" opinion.

CONFIDENTIAL
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COMMON INTERESTS WITH THE U.S. ...

On a question that sought to sound out perceived mutuality of
basic interests, West Germany continues to reflect a record level of
pro-U.S5. feeling in the latest survey. British sentiment on this
particular index appears to have declined somewhat from past highs,
though still remains at a very favorable level in the net.

The drive of present French leadership for "independence" from
the U.S. would appear to be making some headway in the reduced pro-
portion in France who now feel that the basic interests of the U.S.
and France are in accord. Opinion at the present time is no worse
than split, howgver, with as many as feel otherwise of the view that
the interestg of the two countries are at least "fairly well" in
agreement.

Table 6. "In your opinion, are the basic interests of (survey

country) and those of the U.S. very much in agreement,
fairly well in agreement, rather different, or very

different?"
Great Britain West German
Feb. June/Jul June Feb, Feb, Jun/Jul June Feb.
160 61 Y6p 163 160 61 _'€2 163
No. of cases (1221) (1283) (1261)(400) (1222) (1145) (1234)(600)
Very much in agreement 25% 25% 229 202 25% 30% 23% 33%
Fairly well in agreement 54 55 52 52 50 50 55 51
Rather different 9 11 14 16 9 9 12 5
Very different 2 3 4 5 2 2 2 2
No opinion .10 6 g8 _ 7 14 9 8 9
1004 100% 100% 100% 1004 100% 100% 100%
Net Favorable 68 66 56 51 64, 69 64, 77
France Italy
No. of cases (1228) (1330) (1307)(633)  (1170) (1200) (1344)
Very much in agreement 7% 9% 5% 6% 21% 15% 24L%
Fairly well in agreement 36 4l 42 37 32 37 34
Rather different 26 20 23 30 16 11 11
Very different 8 7 7 9 10 7 5
No opinion 23 _20 23 _18 21 30 26
100% 100%  100% 100% 1004 100% 100%
Net Favorable 9 26 17 4 27 34 42

CONFIDENTIAL
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SIDING WITH THE U.S. ...

Finally, on & question that has been used to assay the extent of
"neutralist" inclinations in Western Europe, West Germany registers a
record high in professed allegiance to the U.S. side and Great Britain

continues at a majority, or near majority level of support.

France

continues to evidence —- as it has without exception in surveys since
1955 —- a predominant inclination toward non-alignment with either of
This provides, of course, fertile soil for

thoughts about a third force.

the two power blocs.

Table 7.

"In the present world situation, do you personally

think that, on the whole, (survey country) should
side with the United States, with the U.S.S.R., or

with neither?"

No. of cases

U.S.
U,3.5.R.
Neither

No opinion

Net Favorable 1

No. of cases

u.S.
U.S.S.R.
Neither

No opinion

Net Favorable

Gréat Britain
May Jun/Jul June Feb.

West German
May7Jun Jun/Jul June Feb.

160 _ 161 162 163 160 161 162 163
(1150) (1283) (1261)(400) (1010) (1145) (1234)(600)
L2% 50% 51%  52% 64% 7% T5%  81%
2 3 2 2 * - 1 o
L6 39 38 38 22 18 18 14
10 8 9 8 14 5 6 5
1004 100% 1004 100% 7004 100% 100% 7100%
-6 8 1 12 42 59 56 67
France Ttaly
(1000) (1330) (1307)(633) (1011) (1200) (1233)
30% 31% 29%  27% 33% 35%  45%
7 5 4 5 6 5 3
51 49 53 56 L 43 36
12 15 14 _12 17 17 16
1004 100% 1004 100% 100% 100% 100%
-28  -23 -28  -34 17 =13 6

1. "Net Favorable" equals "U.S." minus "Neither" and "U.S.S.R."

*  Asterisks indicate less than half of one per c¢ent; minus signs

zero per cent.

CONFIDENTIAL
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TRENDS IN OPINIONS OF THE SOVIET UNION ...

The marked gaines in pro-U.S. sentiment in the latest surveys in
Western Europe appear to be paralleled by no less striking gains in
. pro-Soviet sentiment. These changes probably emanate in large part
from the same source —- the avoidance of war over Cuba -~ which many
in Europe attribute more to Soviet moderation than to U.S. strength.

The Soviet gains are most apparent, in the tabulations following,
in the current extent of approval of recent Soviet policies., There is
-.also very substential improvement in the Soviet pedce image, and some
. increase, except in West Germany, in the general level of esteem for
- the Soviet Union. Soviet gains are least apparent in Great Britain
and France -- and non-existent in West Germany -- in respect to two
indices, basic interests in common and eredibility,

Despite the gains, however, adverse opinion of the Soviet Union
still continues to equal or outweigh favorable sentiments. The one
exception is in France where a net favorable preponderance of 21 per
cent currently express favorable opinions of recent Soviet actions in
international affairs.

1. Speeific findings from the present survey on opinions relating to
Cuba will be reported shortly in a separate memorandum.

CONFIDENT TAL 8
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Table 8, "Have you a favoreble or unfavorable impression of
what the Soviet Union has been doing in international
affairs recently? Very or only somewhat?"

Great Britain
Feb., Jun73ul June Feb.
'60 161 ‘62 163
No. of cases (613) (633) (614) (400)

Favorable - very 6% 5% 19 9%
Pavorable - somewhat 23 18 13 28
Unfaverable - somewhat 25 32 39 23
Unfavorable - very 9 17 28 11
No opinion 37 .28 19 29
100% 100% 100% 100%

Net Favorable -5 ~26 -53 3

France

No. of cases (803) (659) (692) (633)

Favorable ~ very 3% 3% 2% 7%
Favorable ~ somewhat 26 12 10 38
Unfavorable - somewhat 21 33 34 19
Unfavorable - very 6 18 13 5
No opinion Ab 34 A Y |
100% 100% 100% 100%
Net Favorable 2 =36 -35 21
CONFIDENTIAL

West Germany
Peb. Jun/Jul June Feb.

160 161 162 15
(599) ~(672) (614)(600)
3% 1% 3% 4%

11 8 6 23
19 23 19 12
26 47 56 26

A 21 16
1004  100%  700% 100%

-31 -61 -66 -13

Italy

(591) (600) (672)
17% 14% 10%

15 15 10
5 13 11

9 13 19
54 45 50

100% 1004 100%
18 3 -10
9
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Table 9. "Is Soviet Russia doing all it should do to prevent a new world war?"

No. of cases
Yes, Russia is

No, Russia is not
No opinion

Net Favorable

No, of cases
Yes, Russia is

No, Russia is not
No opinion

Net Favoraeble

Great Britain

May  Jun/Jul June Feb.
160 161 162 163
(1150)  (633)  (614) (400)
13% 2L% 14% 34%
62 48 67 48
25 o8 19 18
100% 100% 100%  100%
-49 -2/, -53 =14
Frence
(1000) (659) (692) (633)
18% 22% 20% 38%
59 50 53 37
23 28 27 25
100% 100% 100%  100%
-41 -28 -33 1

CONFIDENTIAL

West Germany

May/

June Jun/Jul June TFeb.
160 161 162 163
(1010) (572) (614) (600)

7% 8% 10% 23%
68 73 67 57
25 19 23 20

100% 100% 100% 100%
61 -65 =57 -34
Italy .
(600) (672)
Not 25% 23%
asked 37 38
8 39
100% 100%
~12 ~15
10
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Table 10. "Please use this card to tell me your feelings about various
countries, How sabout the U.S,5.R.7"

Great Britain ‘ West Germany
Meay/
May Jun/Jul June Feb, June Jun/Jul June Feb,
'60 161 162 '63 160 161 Y 163
No. of cases (1150)  (1283) (1261) (400) (1010)  (1145) (1234) (600)
Very good
opinion ‘ 1% 3% 1% 1% *% 1% e
Good opinion 12 21 10 12 2 4 5 3
Neither good nor
bad opinion 33 26 _7 33 R3 17 17 Q2
Bad opinion 35 23 26 24 36 33 30 33
Very bad opinion 12 12 13 13 24 36 37 33
No opinion e, 2. A8 17 15 2 O S R«
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Net Favorable -3 -11 =33 =24 ~-58 64, -62 63
France Italy
No. of cases (1000) (1330) (1307) (633) (1011) (1200)  (1344)
Very good
opinion 3% 4 3% 4% L% 6% 5%
Good opinion 13 14, 12 19 17 18 13
Neither good nor
bad opinion 39 29 31 36 20 R4 17
Bad opinion 25 26 25 21 20 16 18
Very bad opinion 13 11 11 10 20 15 . &0
No opinion 7 16 18 10 19 el 27
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Net Favorable -22 -19 ~-21 -8 -19 ~7 -0
CONFIDENTIAL
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"In your opinion, are the basic interests of (survey country)
and those of the Soviet Union very much in agreement, fairiy

well in agreement, rather different, or very different?"

No, of cases

Very much in
agreement
Fairly well in
agreement
Rather different
Very different
No opinion

Net Favorable

No of cases

Very much in
agreement
fairly well in
agreement
Rather different
Very different
No opinion

Net Favorable

Great Britain

Feb. Jun/Jul June Feb,
160 161 162 163
(1221) (1283) (1261) (400)
2 o 1% *g
21 18 8 16
38 38 34 35
21 30 45 37
18 12 12 12
100% 100% 100% 100%
=36 =48 =70 =56
France -
(1228) (1330) (1307) (633)
2% 3% 1% R%
14 A 12 16
37 37 . 37 38
21 23 24 24,
26 23 26 20
100% 100% 100% 100%
=42 =43 48 =44
CONFIDENTIAL

West Germany

Feb, Jun/Jul June Feb,
160 161 162 163
(1222)  (1145) (1k34) (600)
1% -% % *%
1 1 1 *
16 15 15 18
66 74 T4 7L
16 10 10 10
100% 100% 100% 100%
~-80 -88 -88 =90
Italy
(1270) (1200) (1344)
5% 2% 3%
11 8 8%
7 R4 R5
32 32 30
25 34 34
100% 100% 100%
=43 ~46 =44
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"Would you say that what Soviet Russla does in world

affairs generally agrees with what it gays, or that
its actions differ from its words too often?"

West Germany

Teble 12,
Great Britain
Mey Jun/Jul Feb.
160 161 163
No. of cases (1150) (650) (400)
Agrees 14% 19% 2R%
Differs 65 64 61
No opinion 21 17 17
100% 100%  100%
Net Favorable ~51 =45 -39
France
No. of cases (1000) (671) (633)
Agrees 14% 16% R2%
Differs 59 56 46
No opinion 27 28 32
100% 100%  100%
Net Favorable -45 -40 -4

CONFIDENTIAL

May/Jun Jun/Jul Feb.
160 161 163
(1010) (573)  (600)

1% 5% 5%
T4 75 4
25 20 21
100% 7004  100%
=73 ~70 ~69
Italy
(600)
Not 15%
asked 46
39,
T00%
-31
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Kennsdy fn his 1960 presiden- Gther Findings ° minus 28 to minus 34 in F
I The study foun® “fhe *“net|The bulk df the Fréhich mi-
Document Ng, “#avorable” impressions of Boviet| nuses came from thoss favoring}
Review of this ‘ N international conduct fromjnonalignment.
dstarnined tht #cumesnt by uIA hal E
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‘Whole Range Covered

robably the most sxgmfxcant
o [ obtained today, in view of
& Cuban crisis last fall and
,,&gw-‘, . J;J;e crisig in the Atlantic Al-
" Tiance occasiened by President
Gaulle's veto last January
L British membership in the
ommon Market, involved the
- svhole range of "United States
foreign policy.
. ..<Those interviewed were asked
_ whether they had a favorable or
vorable impression “of what
the United States Government
“"has been doing in international
gftgirs recently.”
} .. _In Britain, 30 per cent an-
swered “very favorable” and 29
_per cent “somewhat favorable.”
‘hirteen per cent reported
somewhat unfavorable,” and 2
- perrent “very unfavorable.”
«In West Germany, 37 per cent
answered “yery favorable” and
per cent “somewhat favor-
as against 4 per cent

Speda,l to The xew York Times,
ASHINGTON, Mafch
orable opinion  of ritec
stes conduct_in forelgnmf?‘“
s stands 4t a record h1
e Western European
s; according to the mo
surveys made by.the
“States Information Ager
Phe results of “prestize BOUS. |
4e available today were %ﬁfé?
samplings of public opinfon |
ing February in Britdin,
st Germany and France. “Fe-
g from the surveys 1nl -4 y ,Ql
e not.yet available. i i mewhat unfavorable” and 1

uring the 1960 Pres1deﬁ’f'";f’5 * ‘Pe¥ tent “very unfavorahle.”
palgn, Republicans sha¥ 7. . ."ZIn France, only 3 per cent had

tlclze d the way that Seﬁﬁfﬁ“ a '‘very favorable view,” but 39

. . per_cent had a “somewhat fa-
n F. Kennedy, the Democ Bt .. vorable” impression. On the oth-

~er hand, 15 per cent had

. é, ”.somewhat unfavorable” and
per cent a ‘‘very unfavorable”
opimon The rest had no opinion.

 Hill have recently been TP Highest Back to 1956
“These figures of approval

- thig argument. on President )
nedy, but without bemgﬁrﬁ - were the highest registered on

 cite evidence from ‘polls TaK-| - ﬁ;gtissr?rtu ;ular - question  back
ﬁAQ June, 1962, the figures on
“ver fa.vorable" and ‘some-
WHAL favorable” in Britain were
14 and 85 per cent respectively;
in West Germany, 21 and 48,
and in France, 1 and 26 per
cent.

Although a‘pproval of United

tesbprestxge abroad.
epublican leaders on,

n Feb, 21 Pre&dent- ¢
y told his mews confelence
there were several ‘poTIs

involving prestige thaf.he
ght it would be unwise to:
e public. As for pollg re-
ting opinion about the Unit-

U.ST.A. réported.

showed “strlklng gams

the

The agency commented;
“These: changes JTena
emanate in large part fi
same - source—the avoidance o?
war over Cuba—which miny
Europe attribute more t6 Soviét!
moderation than to 'U,I};teg
States strength.

“The Soviet gains arfg" mt
apparent in the current externt
of approval of recent ‘Sowet
policies. There is " also
substantial improvement in
Soviet peace image, ang Bome
increase, except in West Ger-
many, in the general Tey I
esteem for the Soviet
Soviet gains are least appa nt
in Great Britain and ¥Trance-—
and nonexistent in West |
many—in respect to two

in-
dices, basic interests in c:smmb’ii

and credibility.”

The agency noted, however,‘
that despite the Soviet galns,!
“adverse opinion of tﬁe Soviet
Union still continued tn r
or outwelgh favorable__ gentl—
ments.”

In Britain, 9 per cent took a
‘‘yvery favorable” view ‘of Soviet
conduct. in_ foreign alfairs re-
cently, and 28 per cent & "Bpme-
what favorable” view, g8 ggal
28 per cent “somewhat -
able” and 11 ‘per cénf gry

only
LY Or-

unfavorable,” In June, 1962,
1 per cent was “very ufi
able” and 13 per ceunt] 50
what favorable.” “

In West Germany, 4 per “cent
were “very favorable” ghd 23
per cent “‘somewhat favdrable’;
26 per cknt were ‘“somEWHAE -
favorable” and 33 per Cefit
“yery unfavorable.” In 1962, 3
per cent were ‘very favoraple”
and 6 per cent “somé\%'fmt ﬁ
vorable.”””

In France, 7 per cefit. we
“yery favorable” and 36 per
cent “somewhat favorgble” Aas

States conduct in forelg'n af-
fairs was at its highest in the
sampled countries, approval of

States, the President &&1d
t these could bhe releaséﬂ Kf
srvals.

against 19 per cent "iomew’fiat
unfavorablé” and 8 cent
“very unfavorable.” L {
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